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the productiveness of his work. Thus, while woman should
not keep wholly aloof from political life, her attitude to it
should be marked by that reserve which is imposed upon her
by the avoidance of any personal share in public contests,
and by the requirement that she shall preserve an har-
monious moderation in her emotions.

At no time and under no circumstances, least of all here,
where the sphere of the individual's function has been
indicated by Nature herself, can it be a postulate of freedom
that all persons shall be permitted to do all things. Every-
one should be what Nature has made him. If she has
excluded women from many departments of life, she has
opened to them others where they have a better right
than men. One of the noblest of these is the profession
of educating the coming generation into capable human
beings. Few people have the opportunity to influence public
life directly. And among the many forms of indirect
influence, which are all that the civic position of most
men allows, there is none greater than that influence on the
living representatives of the future which it is the function
of the family, and pre-eminently of the wife, to exert.

While civic duties are a department of life in which woman
has only an indirect share, the realm of intellectual culture,
on the other hand, is as fully open to her, on the whole,
as to man, though with a certain difference, it is true. This
is especially the case in the simplest conditions of human
life, where the struggle for existence absorbs nearly all
the husband's efforts, and where religious motives are almost
the only influences that tend to unite the individual with
the intellectual life of society. Here, where the circum-
stances are favourable, it is especially the wife who cultivates
the intellectual side of life and transmits it in education
to the coming generation as their most precious heritage.
Moreover, the sentiments of filial piety felt towards a mother,